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Section 2.—National Defence.1 

Before the outbreak of the war, the Canadian Militia consisted of a Per­
manent Force, which on Mar. 31, 1914, numbered 3,000 officers, non-commissioned 
officers and men, and an Active Militia, which at the same date numbered 5,615 
officers and 68,991 non-commissioned officers and men. After the outbreak of 
the war on Aug. 4, 1914, successive contingents of troops of all arms were re­
cruited, equipped, trained and dispatched by the Canadian Government to Great 
Britain for active service. When hostilities ceased on Nov. 11, 1918, there had 
been sent overseas, for active service in the Canadian Expeditionary Force, about 
418,000 officers, non-commissioned officers and men.2 

Organization.—Prior to 1922, three departments of the Canadian Govern­
ment were concerned with the defence of Canada, viz.:—the Department of Mili­
tia and Defence; the Department of Marine and Naval Service; the Air Board. 

During the Session of 1922, the National Defence Act was passed, con­
solidating the Naval Service, the Air Board and the Department of Militia and 
Defence into the Department of National Defence. This Act became effective 
by proclamation on Jan. 1, 1923. Under it there is a Minister of National De­
fence and a Deputy Minister of National Defence. To advise the Minister there 
has been constituted, by Order in Council, a Defence Council consisting of a 
President (the Minister), a Vice-President (the Deputy Minister), and the follow­
ing members:—the Chief of the General Staff, the Chief of the Naval Staff, 
together with the Adjutant-General, the Quartermaster-General and the Director, 
Royal Canadian Air Force, as associate members. There is also a Secretary of 
the Council. 

Subsection 1.—Military Forces. 

The Militia of Canada is constituted by the Militia Act. The Active Militia 
is divided into the Permanent and the Non-Permanent Militia. 

Permanent Militia.—The Permanent Force consists of the following units:— 
Cavalry.—The Royal Canad'an Dragoons; Lord Strathcona's Horse (Royal Canadians). 
Artillery.—The Royal Canad an Horse Arti'lery Brigade ("A", " B " and " C " Bait r k s ) ; Royal 

Canad an Artillery (Nos. 1, 2, 4 and 5 H avy Batti Ties and No. 3 Medium Battery). 
Engineers.—Royal Canad'an Engineers (13 detachment). 
Signalls.—The Royal Canadian Corps of Signals. 
Infantry.—The Royal Canadian R giment; Princ ss Patricia's Canadian L'ght Infantry; The 

Royal 22e R ginient (a French-Canadian r g.ment). 
Army Service Corps.—The Royal Canad'an Army Service Cirps (12 d: tachments). 
Medical Corps.—The Royal Canadian Army Medical Corps (12 detachments). 
Veterinary Corps.—The Royal Canad'an Army Veterinary Corps (8 detachments). 
Ordnance Corps. The Royal Canadian Ordnance Corps (12 detachments). 
Pay Corps.—The Royal Canadian Army Pay Corps (12 dXachm nts). 
Military Clerks.— The Corps of Military Staff Clerks (12 detachments). 

The strength of the Permanent Active Militia is limited by the Amending 
Act of 1919 to 10,000, but at present the limited establishment is less than 3,800. 

Schools of Instruction.—The Canadian Small Arms School is the only school 
which is an independent unit of the Permanent Force, but at all stations of the 
Permanent Force in Canada there are conducted Royal Schools of Instruction. 

1Reviaed by H. W. Brown, Asst. Deputy Minister, D partm, nt of National Defence. 
2 For the derailed exp nditures of the Canad.an Governm nt on account of war appropria­

tions in the fiscal years 1915-1921, ate the Canada Year Book, 1921, p. 798. 


